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Daily Devotionals — November 6 to November 12, 2021
By Dr. Charles Qualls and Rev. Steve Gibson -- Franklin Baptist Church

November 6 - Psalm 78:1-7
by Rev. Steven R. Gibson
God’s Goodness and Israel’s Ingratitude

1 Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth. 21 will open my mouth in
a parable; | will utter dark sayings from of old, 3things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have
told us.

4We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord,
and his might, and the wonders that he has done.

5 He established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our ancestors to teach
to their children; ® that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and rise up and tell them
to their children, 7 so that they should set their hope in God, and not forget the works of God, but keep his
commandments;

Devotion:

Psalm 78 retells Israel’s story in a rather creative way. This retelling of Israel’s history is not intended to be a
comprehensive history, its purpose is to teach in such a manner to inspire hope and obedience in the hearers
and their heirs. Then subsequent generations would have the same hope as the present generation. This type
of history lesson is not concerned with the past, rather it is focused on the present and the future of Israel.

This portion could be characterized as the introduction of the Psalm. Here we have the contrast between the
graciousness of God and the sinfulness of Israel. When we read this Psalm, the possibility of constructive
response far outweighs the criticism of the past.

This story is familiar, indeed. It is familiar because it is also our story. We have been taught the right thing to
do, the proper way to treat others, and how we should relate to God. But people are forgetful and soon forget
all the blessings of God and gradually turn from his ways and teachings. Then they complain because God has
left them, but it is not God who has left them, it is they who have forsaken God. People can make such a mess
of things, including myself.

One of the teaching moments found in today’s passage is the ability to review Israel’s actions and compare
those actions to the present day. By comparing past actions to present day actions, we have a barometer, a
baseline to try to improve future actions.

This Psalm reminds us that every generation needs to know God’s sovereignty and God’s claim because this
is our life-saving hope. But then another thing happened -- the teachers taught their children, but apparently
were not able to do the right thing. So we are left with this thought: Knowledge does not equate to faithfulness.

Prayer:
Forgive us Lord, when actions do not resemble our teaching. Amen.



November 7 - Psalm 70:1-5
by Dr. Charles Qualls
Make Haste to Help Me!

1 Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. O Lord, make haste to help mel

2 Let those be put to shame and confusion who seek my life. Let those be turned back and brought to dishonor
who desire to hurt me.

3 Let those who say, “Aha, Aha!” turn back because of their shame.

4 Let all who seek you rejoice and be glad in you. Let those who love your salvation say evermore, “God is
great!”

5 But | am poor and needy; hasten to me, O God! You are my help and my deliverer; O Lord, do not delay!

Devotion:
Maybe you’ve been there. The anxious desperation of the prayer is uttered in the darkness. The plea you trust
God will hear is offered, but still you await any evidence. Any sign will do...that God has heard and answered.

Like many, this psalm is attributed to David in our Bibles. We don’t know for sure if King David wrote this. Nor if
so, precisely what precipitated his mood. Truth is, Psalm 70 is a small portion of Psalm 40. Actually, with minor
changes it is Ps40:13-17. Read it for yourself and see. It would be natural for us to wonder why the compilers
of the psalter included this one twice (or at least this portion of Ps40). The theory is that they were working
from multiple sources at the time and it slipped in from each of the two unnoticed. Who knows?

What we will find if we glance over at Ps40 is that it puts these verses at least into a little better context. If one
is to truly understand any biblical text, then paying attention to matters of context is paramount. Here, we
notice that in V1-10 the psalmist had been in a desperate situation, but the Lord had delivered them --

1 | waited patiently for the Lord; he inclined to me and heard my cry.

2 He drew me up from the desolate pit, out of the miry bog, and set my feet upon a rock, making my steps
secure.

3 He put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God.

So, what we read today is actually a resolution to a situation that had been quite dire. Have you ever had
someone do something for you, but they weren’t sure they should have? Maybe they gave you a helpful
opinion despite the fact you hadn’t really asked for it. They are a mentor, a friend and you trust them. They
said, “So that was okay for me to interfere?” To which you say, “Hey!...you can interfere any time when it's that
helpful.”

That just might be what we hear the psalmist putting to words in this piece of the psalm. An affirmation that
God was right on time, and that God’s help was able. Welcomed. Wanted again and again.

Prayer:
Lord, help us to not get too far ahead of you. In our anxiety, our pain and our fear we may appeal for you to
rush. However, your time is always on time! May we have the faith to believe. Amen.

November 8 - Matthew 25:1-13
by Dr. Charles Qualls
Keep Awake Therefore



1 "Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 When the foolish took their lamps, they took no
oil with them; 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps.

5 As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a shout,
'‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 7 Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their
lamps. 8 The foolish said to the wise, 'Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' 9 But the wise
replied, 'No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for
yourselves.'

10 And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the
wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11 Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, 'Lord, Lord, open
to us.' 12 But he replied, 'Truly | tell you, | do not know you.' 13 Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the
day nor the hour.

Devotion:

Being ready. That seems almost understated as soon as we read Jesus’ parable here, don’t you think?
Parables, including this one, contain mystery. They contain elements from which we could derive multiple
understandings or applications. On the notion of being ready...this parable lacks no clarity. So, part of the work
might be to understand what being ready needs to actually mean.

In the story, Jesus made it clear that the decision upon which some were understood to be “foolish” vs. “wise”
was the oil. If we are to learn from this parable, then what would Jesus say this oil represents in our lives of
faith? If we want to understand, we’ll be challenged to be as specific as we can on the values and virtues that
make us ready for the bridegroom.

Everybody wants to know when Jesus is coming back. Some choose to try to pick through, proof-text and
contrive some predictions from the Gospels and Revelation. Others throw their hands in the air and say, “Well,
we’ll never know. So why does it matter?” This scripture text calls upon us to focus on the parable’s central
aim, no matter which of those camps you may land within. Be ready. Now, all my life I've heard Christians say,
“I’'m ready for the Lord to return! | wish he would today.” They’re thinking about going to Heaven. But, that’s not
really what this parable is talking about.

So, if the kind of being ready that Jesus is advocating isn’t just hopping on the Heaven Bus and taking a ride
into Glory -- then what is this all about? His being ready has to do with how we are spending our time on earth.
His kind of being ready has more to do with what is shaping our hearts and guiding our lives this side of
Heaven.

His kind of ready just might be focused on identifying our attitudinal or relational blind-spots. It might be in and
kindling up our willingness to serve while we’re still here. You know, the kinds of things that help us to bear
some resemblance to Christ. We have plenty of work to do while we wait for the return of Christ. What does
Jesus need you to be doing right now so that you are ready?

Prayer:
God of our days, may we actively prepare ourselves that you would find us ready. Ready by serving you, ready
by loving others and ready by our dedication to you. Amen.

November 9 - Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25
by Dr. Charles Qualls
As for Me and My Household



1 Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the heads, the judges,
and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 2 And Joshua said to all the people,
"Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Long ago your ancestors -- Terah and his sons Abraham and Nahor -
- lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. 3a Then | took your father Abraham from beyond the
River and led him through all the land of Canaan and made his offspring many.

14 "Now therefore revere the LORD, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put away the gods that your
ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15 Now if you are unwilling to serve the
LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the
River or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, we will serve
the LORD."

16 Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve other gods; 17 for
it is the LORD our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. He protected us along all the way that we went, and among
all the peoples through whom we passed; 18 and the LORD drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites
who lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the LORD, for he is our God."

19 But Joshua said to the people, "You cannot serve the LORD, for he is a holy God. He is a jealous God; he
will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. 20 If you forsake the LORD and serve foreign gods, then he
will turn and do you harm, and consume you, after having done you good."

21 And the people said to Joshua, "No, we will serve the LORD!" 22 Then Joshua said to the people, "You are
witnesses against yourselves that you have chosen the LORD, to serve him." And they said, "We are
witnesses." 23 He said, "Then put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the
LORD, the God of Israel." 24 The people said to Joshua, "The LORD our God we will serve, and him we will
obey." 25 So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and ordinances for them at
Shechem.

Devotion:

“..but as for me and my household, we will serve the LORD." If this were a magazine or newspaper
article, that might be the pull quote that got set off in a little box and put in a special font so we would naotice it
first. If this were a Christian bookstore (ask me someday why | stopped going to them long ago!), then you
might find this quote embroidered on throw-pillows and printed on bumper stickers.

We love that line from today’s scripture. But this is real life.

What if we found a new way to love that quote instead of just in our sentiment? What if our way of loving it
were to read today’s larger scripture text and ask why Joshua said it in the first place?

Moses had passed on. Israel had indeed long since crossed over into the Promised Land. Our scripture today
is from the last pages of the book of Joshua. We get the impression that Israel is victorious and settled. Still,
something isn’t right. Joshua names it -- Israel isn’t right with God! The people have brought a little bit of this
from the Egyptian faith and combined it with a little bit of that faith from those who were already living in
Canaan. Yet, they were supposed to be the chosen people of Yaweh God. A holy nation!

Joshua’s message is simple. Our God is a jealous God. Choose this day whom you will serve. But you cannot
serve multiple gods, and you can’t dabble in the faith when it comes to Yahweh. Either God is God and you
aren’t -- or you are your own God. We simply can’t have it both ways. Right then, that’s when Joshua said it:
“....but as for me and my household, we will serve the Lord.”

e When we are ignoring God and not gathering with the church, we are not serving the Lord.

e When we pitch in, rather than watch other people do all the ministry for us, we are serving the Lord.



¢ When we are bearing false witness to support causes that Jesus wouldn'’t tolerate, we are not serving
the Lord.

¢ When our politics and our biases are shaped by our faith -- rather than the other way around -- we are
serving the Lord.

o When we refuse to perpetuate things in our economy and our culture that Jesus would have
overturned, whipped and driven out, we are serving the Lord.

e When we have fashioned a God after our own images, rather than following the one Yahweh God, we
are not serving the Lord.

Prayer:
Lord, help me to make Joshua’s words more than just a quote that hangs in my kitchen on a plaque. Help me
to be serious about my faith shaping my life -- rather than my life shaping my faith. Amen.

November 10 - 1 Thessalonians 3:6-13
by Dr. Charles Qualls
For All the Joy That We Feel

6 But Timothy has just now come to us from you, and has brought us the good news of your faith and love. He
has told us also that you always remember us kindly and long to see us -- just as we long to see you. 7 For this
reason, brothers and sisters, during all our distress and persecution we have been encouraged about you
through your faith. 8 For we now live, if you continue to stand firm in the Lord. 9 How can we thank God
enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of you? 10 Night and day we pray
most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith.

11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make
you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of
our Lord Jesus with all his saints.

Devotion:
This past our sermon came from this same Pauline letter to the Thessalonians. It was from the very next
chapter after this.

From 1991 to 2004, my beloved Atlanta Braves went on a run of championships that remains unprecedented in
any American sport. For 14 seasons in a row, they won their division title and reached the postseason. For 10
of those years, there were 3 pitchers in the rotation together. Each of these reached baseball’s Hall of Fame
upon their retirements. For 2 of them, they attributed their success to a surprising source: Charlie Leibrandt.
You might ask, “Who’s Charlie Leibrandt?” That would be a fair question.

If you’ve never heard of Leibrandt, it's understandable. He had a wonderful 14 year career in the major
leagues, compiling a 141-119 record. He was a good if unspectacular pitcher who never won a Cy Young
award. He was brought to Atlanta to be a starting pitcher on a last-place team near the finish of his career.
That could have been the end of his story. But young eyes were watching. Tom Glavine and John Smoltz were
youngsters, barely in their 20s as they pitched on the same staff. Day after day, they watched how Leibrandt
went about his business. How he took care of himself, prepared for games and managed his emotions. Both
credit him with teaching them how to be major league pitchers. They were both among the later Hall of
Famers.



This section of Paul’s letter to Thessalonica is part of a larger document sent to instruct and to encourage. But
notice that the Apostle credits the Thessalonians, with their generous and dedicated reputation, as being part
of his own support system. He is encouraged by them as much as they are by him. Who they are, and how
they go about their business, shows him stability and gives him hope.

Part of life together in the church is exactly that. Among other vital roles, when we are together we have a
chance to --

o Encourage each other.

e Accompany one another.

e Accomplish more together than any of us could alone.

e Model spiritual and personal health for each other.

o And discover perspectives and answers by learning together more than we could alone!

Prayer:
Lord, may we be a source of encouragement and hope for each other here at Franklin Baptist Church. Lead us
to never forget that you are always watching -- and so are others. Amen.

November 11 - Matthew 24:29-35
by Rev. Steven R. Gibson
The Coming of the Son of Man

2 “Immediately after the suffering of those days, the sun will be darkened, and the moon will not give its light;
the stars will fall from heaven, and the powers of heaven will be shaken.

%0 Then the sign of the Son of Man will appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and
they will see ‘the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven’ with power and great glory. 3* And he will send
out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other.

32“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, you know
that summer is near. 3 So also, when you see all these things, you know that he is near, at the very

gates. ** Truly | tell you, this generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. *®* Heaven
and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away.

Devotion:

Every generation since Jesus has been preoccupied with his return, and that is certainly true today. If we think
about it, hasn’t the world always been in turmoil? In today’s world, with instant communication from any point of
the globe, we tend to see turmoil every time we access the news.

This section follows the initial verses of the Chapter, where the disciples asked Jesus, “What will be the sign of
your coming and of the end of the age?” (Matthew 24:3) What the disciples really wanted to know is this --
when will Jesus reveal his power and usher in the promised kingdom? When will the promised Messiah expose
his true purpose and usher in heaven on earth? The disciples were an inquisitive bunch, just as we are today.
After all, we want to know how this will affect us!

Jesus does not pinpoint the actual date and time of his return, but he does gives us a few guidelines. They are
listed in order from verse 29: The sun will be darkened; the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from
heaven; the powers of heaven will be shaken. Added to this list are the following: The Son of Man will appear



in heaven coming on the clouds; his angels will be sent out with a trumpet call; the elect will be gathered from
the four winds. As if this was not enough, he adds the lesson from the fig tree. The fig tree predicts the next
season -- when its branch becomes tender and puts forth its leaves, then summer is near. Jesus then states
that this generation will not pass away until all these things have come to pass.

Exactly what does all of this mean for you and me? Many people will focus their reading of this passage as the
coming judgement of people. A better reading could well be understood in two outcomes -- salvation or
judgement. Perhaps we should understand this passage as the judgement of human empires, the
comprehensive reach of the Son’s authority and the certainty of his coming.

This passage points out the dimension of the Son of Man’s authority -- even to the whole world without end.
His appearing is without parallel, because it not only includes the known cosmos, but also all of creation.

Jesus answers his disciples question in general terms, but not in terms that his followers would be able to
pinpoint or set in stone. His answers did not include a definite timeline, but assures them that only his Father
knows the hour and the day of his coming.

As we enter the ninth month of Corona virus, we are setting up shop in the disciples shoes. They, like us, have
grown weary of pressing on during significant difficulties and are ready for this to be over. We must be willing
to resist the temptation to return to business as usual. When we are able to be patient, even during the
pandemic, then we are perhaps closer to the people that God desires us to be.

Prayer:

God of the whirlwind, please be patient with us as we strive to serve you. Amen.

November 12 - Psalm 90
by Rev. Steven R. Gibson
God’s Eternity and Human Frailty

A Prayer of Moses, the Man of God.
!Lord, you have been our dwelling place in all generations.

2 Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth and the world, from everlasting to
everlasting you are God.

3You turn us back to dust, and say, “Turn back, you mortals.”
4 For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past, or like a watch in the night.

5You sweep them away; they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the morning; ¢in the morning it
flourishes and is renewed; in the evening it fades and withers.

"For we are consumed by your anger; by your wrath we are overwhelmed.

8You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your countenance.

Devotion:

This is the only Psalm that is attributed to Moses, and as such, elevates its importance. In these short verses,
we find that the length of our time on earth is finite. Because all of us have much to do, how can we find the

time?

Like all of life, we need to orient our lives to God. All of our time needs to be prioritized to God. We must allow
God to reshape our lives and our priorities. Because God is able to reorient our lives, we must follow his lead,



our days on earth are intended to focus on God and God’s direction. Because God is eternal and faithful, we
have hope. Because God is eternal and faithful, our time on earth has meaning. Indeed, our time can become
meaningful and purposeful and enduring and yes, joyful!

Read in this manner, Psalm 90 becomes a bedrock of faith and hope. Even though the Psalmist had not seen
it come to pass, the Psalmist trusts that God can and will fulfill God’s promises. The Psalmist also places their
trust, like their ancestors, in the God that loves and forgives. Psalm 90 is often used in funeral services
because it moves the reader and the hearer from futility to hope.

The following quote from Reinhold Niebuhr provides an excellent summary of Psalm 90:

Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our lifetime; therefore we must be saved by hope. Nothing
which is true or beautiful or good makes complete sense in any immediate context of history; therefore we
must be saved by faith.

Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished alone; therefore we are saved by love. No virtuous act
is quite as virtuous from the standpoint of our friend or foe as it is from our standpoint. Therefore we must be
saved by the final form of love which is forgiveness.

Prayer:
May our lives reflect your pure love and forgiveness. Amen.



