THE WORSHIP OF GOD
FEBRUARY 23, 2025
SEVENTH SUNDAY AFTER THE EPIPHANY
11:00 A.M.

*Please stand if you are able.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

God of Mercy, whose presence is ever-living, make us whole. Lay your path
before us, for we are easily confused, distracted, blown off course, and lost. In
the arid places of our lives, the seasons when our hearts starve and our souls are
parched and dry, lead us to your living waters and the nourishment of your ever-
flowing streams. AMEN.

GREETING Jeremy Poplin

PRELUDE Deck Thyself My Soul with Gladness J.S. BACH
Barbara Salter, Organ

THE CALL TO COME AND WORSHIP Judy Livesay

This morning, we shift from literature filled with wisdom to the words of the
prophets. Today we hear the words of Jeremiah beckoning us to follow God’s
teachings, laws, and ways. The prophet calls his listeners and us into an
invitation to seek a deeper meaning and understanding. To walk closely with
God, to seek God’s guidance, to depend on Christ’s presence, to yearn for what
matters most. Blessed are those who trust in the Lord, whose trust is in the Lord.
They shall be like trees planted by water, sending out their roots by the stream.
They shall not cease to bear fruit. Let us come today, seeking, learning, growing
in the goodness of God.

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP Judy Livesay

Happy are those who delight in God’s ways,
who set their hearts and minds on the laws of God’s love.
In the presence of the Holy, they are like trees planted by the waters of life.
They are fed by enduring streams, with roots
that reach into the depths of their soul.
They are nourished in times of drought and
bring forth fruit in season of famine.
Life shall spring forth as they walk each day in the way of peace.

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER Judy Livesay

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

LAUDA ANIMA
(ANDREWS)

*HymMN 337 Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven

PASTORAL PRAYER Jeremy Poplin

CALL TO CONFESSION Judy Livesay

Let us turn to the most holy One and confess our sin,
confident in God’s faithful and steadfast love for us.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION Judy Livesay

O God, though we walk in the midst of trouble, you preserve and deliver us.
Though our lips are not clean and our hearts are not pure, you call us.
Forgive us, we pray, when we wander away from you, lost and at risk.

Forgive us when our lives do not reflect your glory and the purposes you
intend. Help us to comprehend your ways in the world. We long to feel your
grace and glory, for you, Emmanuel, we can be healed and set free;
in Jesus’ name we pray. AMEN.

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS Judy Livesay

In every impoverished place, every season of greatest longing,
God is with us. We are planted by streams of grace, and we are forgiven.
Thanks be to God.

*HyMN 295 Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing NETTLETON

OFFERTORY Rhosemedpre RALPH VAUGHN WILLIAMS
Barbara Salter, Organ

"“Doxology OLD 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him all creatures here below;
praise Him above ye heavenly hosts;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.



PRAYER OF DEDICATION Jeremy Poplin

ANTHEM If You Search with All Your Heart CRAIG COURTNEY
Chancel Choir; Barbara Salter, Piano

SCRIPTURE READING Jeremy Poplin

Jeremiah 1:1-2, 4-12, 13-14; 8:4-7, 20-22; 31:29-33; 52:3-7, 10-16, 27
Pew Bible Old Testament, Pages 698; 708-709; 735; 761-762
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE One Story Jeremy Poplin
| Have Given Heed and Listened

*HyYMN 493 Have Thine Own Way, Lord ADELAIDE

BENEDICTION Jeremy Poplin

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE  The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve AZMON

Then let us go to serve in peace, the gospel to proclaim.
God’s spirit has empowered us; we go in Jesus’ name!

POSTLUDE Allegro di Molto JOHANNES BRAHMS
Barbara Salter, Organ
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The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the Glory of God
and in loving memory of David Flythe, by his family.
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Franklin Baptist Church - February 23, 2025

Welcome Guests

We are always grateful to welcome guests who worship with us! Please complete
the brief information card found in the pew rack, directly in front of you and place
it in the offering plate as it passes.

Church Offerings

Help our church remain vital by continuing to give. Gifts can be made online on
our website at franklinbaptist.org/onlinegiving or mail your offering to the
church. Thank you for your faithful and generous support!

JuBELLation Ringers
JuBELLation Ringers meet on Mondays at 6:00 PM in the JuBELLation Ringers
room.

Franklin Cooperative Ministry

Franklin Cooperative Ministry will be collecting boxes of tissues and household
cleaners throughout the month of February (40 oz. Pine Glo, Lysol, Ajax,
Fabuloso).

Alcoholics Anonymous/Narcotics Anonymous Meetings

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) is expanding to an additional meeting on Thursday
evenings. They will now be meeting here at the church in the community room
every Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM. NA Group meets every
Wednesday at 7:30 PM.

Come Join Our ~ Bereavement Committee - Volunteers Needed!

Bereavement support for members is an important ministry at
FBC. At a time when most needed, the church provides a meal
for the immediate family or a reception at the time of the
service so family and friends can be together.

The Bereavement Committee, led by Jo Culpepper, is composed
of three teams who plan and prepare the event. Work involves
preparing the food, setting up for the event, serving, as well as
cleanup. Both men and women are needed! If you are willing to help, please call
the church office so that you can be added to the group.

Bereavement
Committee!

Easter 7, Come and join the Easter Choir on Wednesdays at
7:00 PM in the Choir Room. Come and sing with us as
we prepare special music for Palm Sunday, April
13™ with our guest string quartet.

- Faith on Draft - February 27th - 6:30 PM (Village/Back Porch)

s ra;tfo,, Have you ever planted a tree whose shade you will never sit
under? Legacy. Meaning or purpose. Sooner or later, we all
ponder what our lives are about. We muse on what we have
accomplished that matters or what we may leave behind. Next
! Faith on Draft, we'll talk about what our faith can and does
(should?) add to our conclusions. 6:30 PM on February 27th at the Village Back
Porch and Grille.

Come about 5:00 PM for an enjoyable meal in the Back Porch and Grill
(reservations please: 757-516-0031). Or, drop by the bar for a beverage before
you join us at 6:30 PM. Mark your calendar now for February 27th!

Upcomung Events

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper
March 4th at 5:30 PM in the fellowship hall

Shrove Tuesday is the traditional feast day before the start of
Lent on Ash Wednesday. Please join us for a pancake supper,
games and other activities. To participate, you MUST make a
reservation by calling the church office or registering on our
website. The deadline to sign up for this free pancake supper
is Tuesday, February 25" so that adequate food will be
prepared.

SHROVE
TUESDAY

Copy and paste in a browser or click on this link to make your
reservation online: https://franklinbaptist.org/shove-tuesday-
pancake-supper/



https://franklinbaptist.org/shove-tuesday-pancake-supper/
https://franklinbaptist.org/shove-tuesday-pancake-supper/
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Ash Wednesday, March 5, 2025

Ash Wednesday (March 5th) marks the beginning of Lent. Lent

the season that we prepare for Easter. Franklin Baptist

EN e S
“Ss=N marks Ash Wednesday with two services - 11:00 AM (at the

Vi

llage) and 6:15 PM in the fellowship hall. Come and join

us as we begin our Lenten Journey on Ash Wednesday.

COMMUNITY Wednesday Lenten Lunch and Worship Services

Our Lenten series of weekly lunch and worship services
returns! This year it will be held at a different church
each week. Worship service begins at 12:00 PM with

I.ENTEN SERVICES lunch being served at 12:30 PM.
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March 5th:

March 12th:
March 19th:
March 26th:

April 2nd:
April 9th:
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in the Chapel
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High Street United Methodist Church
Hunterdale Christian Church

Emmanuel Episcopal Church

St. Jude Catholic Church

Franklin Baptist & Sycamore Baptist at FBC
Congregational Christian Church

Spring Quartet - March 23rd at 2:00 PM in the Chapel

Come join us on Sunday, March 23rd at 2:00 PM in the
~ Chapel for our Galatea Chamber Music Spring Quartet
Concert featuring violinist Johnathan Spence and his string
quartet. This concert is not one to be missed! Come
immerse yourself in the glorious aesthetics and acoustics of
our Chapel and hear this spectacular professional ensemble

perform some of the greatest string quartet music in the repertoire.

Prayer Concerns

Heather Boyette, Angela Denson, Dan Fowler, Patsy Fowler,

Carlyn Kinney, Tammy Sloap (Avis and Martin Shockley’s daughter),
Everett Spivey, Dan Stainback, Bette Whitley (Jim Whitley’s sister-in-law)

We express Christian sympathy to the family of Rochelle Worrell,

who passed away on February 14, 2025.

Please remember to keep our community leaders in your prayers.

Sunday, February 23

Calendar of Events

Sunday School
Worship (also Facebook Live/Radio)
Fellowship Coffee

Monday, February 24

JuBELLation Ringers

Tuesday, February 25

AA Group

Wednesday, February 26

Morning Bible Study
Wednesday Night Dinner
Adult Bible Study

Easter Choir Rehearsal

NA Group

Thursday, February 27

High Street Seniors
Faith on Draft

AA Group

9:45 am
11:00 am
12:00 pm

6:00 pm

7:00 pm

1 0 am
0 pm
5 pm
0 pm
0 pm
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1
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7
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10:00 am
6:30 pm
7:00 pm

SS Classrooms
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

JuBELLation Ringers Room

Community Room

The Village
Fellowship Hall
Fellowship Hall

Choir Room

Community Room

Fellowship Hall
The Village
Community Room



