THE WORSHIP OF GOD
MARCH 9, 2025
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT
11:00 A.M.

*Please stand if you are able.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Loving God, all night | slept in your shadow, sheltered by you. As | enter into the
gift of this day, | trust that you are with me. May | see signs and wonders of your
presence in the world today, for you alone are God. | ask that this day afford me
opportunities to celebrate and share with others the abundance of your grace and
love. Help me to be open to all people you bring my way, for you yourself make
no distinctions, but are Lord of all. In Christ’s name, | pray. AMEN.

GREETING Charles Qualls

PRELUDE It Is Well with My Soul ARR. MARILYN HAMM

Jeremy Poplin, Piano

THE CALL TO COME AND WORSHIP Suzanne Blythe

On this first Sunday in Lent, our story lands us in a long and sorrowful lament. A
swell of tears and pain, heartbreak and loneliness echoes through its pages. We
are up close and personal to the weeping prophet. Lent can seem like this at
times. A long and sorrowful slog with only the glimmer of a cross and tomb way
off in the distance. But, even among the destruction, even in the desolate
wilderness, there is God walking with us. Step by step, inch by inch, holding our
hand and leading us into something greater so that all we can say is: “Great is thy
faithfulness!” Let us come into the presence this morning of the one whose
mercies are new every morning.

RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP Suzanne Blythe

When despair chains us down and our souls cower within us,
we remember this day and have hope:
The steadfast love of God never ceases.
Our Redeemer is good to those who wait, to those who search for God.
It is good to join together and call upon the Lord!

INVOCATION AND LORD’S PRAYER Suzanne Blythe

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts as

we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil, for thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever. AMEN.

*HyYMN 32 God Has Spoken By the Prophets HYMN TO JOoY

PASTORAL PRAYER Charles Qualls

PRAYER OF INTERCESSION Suzanne Blythe

Eternal Spirit, you are our God in joy, and you are also our God in sorrow.
So, we pray together saying:
We cry to you, we hope in you.
We pray for relief in the burdens we carry,
for the conversations that weigh on us
and the choices that seem impossible.
We cry to you,
we hope in you.
We pray for the ones we hold closest,
joining in their laughter and aching with each illness.
We pray for our community inside and outside the church,
for the gaping needs and progress made.
We cry to you, we hope in you.
We pray for our world,
in the prevalence of violence,
and the dismissal of justice.
We cry to you,
we hope in you.
We trust in your redeeming love, as we offer these prayers.
May your mercies never come to an end. This we ask in Christ’s name.

AMEN.
*HyYMN 48 Great Is Thy Faithfulness FAITHFULNESS
OFFERTORY O Sacred Head Now Wounded JOHANNES BRAHMS
Barbara Salter, Organ
*Doxology OLb 100TH

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
praise Him all creatures here below;
praise Him above ye heavenly hosts;

praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. AMEN.

PRAYER OF DEDICATION Charles Qualls



MUSICAL MEDITATION Cry No More DAN FORREST
Holly Poplin, Soprano
Jeremy Poplin, Piano

SCRIPTURE READING Charles Qualls

Lamentations 1:1-3, 12, 18, 20-22
Pew Bible Old Testament, Pages 762, 763, 764
This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE One Story Charles Qualls
The Lord Is In the Right

*HYMN 164 O Sing a Song of Bethlehem KINGSFOLD

BENEDICTION Charles Qualls

CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE God Be With You GoD BEWITH You

God be with you till we meet again! By his counsels guide, uphold you,
with his sheep securely fold you; God be with you till we meet again!

POSTLUDE Fugue J.S. BACH
Barbara Salter, Organ

5.

The flowers in the sanctuary are given to the Glory of God
and in honor of Georgia and Dan Stainback.
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Franklin Baptist Church - March 9, 2025

Welcome Guests

We are always grateful to welcome guests who worship with us! Please complete
the brief information card found in the pew rack, directly in front of you and place
it in the offering plate as it passes.

Church Offerings

Help our church remain vital by continuing to give. Gifts can be made online on
our website at franklinbaptist.org/onlinegiving or mail your offering to the
church. Thank you for your faithful and generous support!

JuBELLation Ringers
JuBELLation Ringers meet on Mondays at 6:00 PM in the JuBELLation Ringers
room.

Franklin Cooperative Ministry
Franklin Cooperative Ministry will be collecting shampoo throughout the month of
March. Shampoo goes in their household bags, so family-size bottles are great!

Alcoholics Anonymous/Narcotics Anonymous Meetings

Alcoholics Anonymous (AA) is expanding to an additional meeting on Thursday
evenings. They will now be meeting here at the church in the community room
every Tuesday and Thursday evenings at 7:00 PM. NA Group meets every
Wednesday at 7:30 PM.

7, Come and join the Easter Choir on Wednesdays at

( ~ 7:00 PM in the Choir Room. Come and sing with us as
we prepare special music for Palm Sunday, April
D % 13™ with our guest string quartet.
enearsa

Come Join Our ~ Bereavement Committee - Volunteers Needed!

Bereavement support for members is an important ministry at
FBC. At a time when most needed, the church provides a meal
for the immediate family or a reception at the time of the
service so family and friends can be together.

The Bereavement Committee, led by Jo Culpepper, is composed
of three teams who plan and prepare the event. Work involves
preparing the food, setting up for the event, serving, as well as
cleanup. Both men and women are needed! If you are willing to help, please call
the church office so that you can be added to the group.

Bereavement
Committee!

' AN 47w % Spring Quartet - March 23rd at 2:00 PM in the Chapel
LAY Come join us on Sunday, March 23rd at 2:00 PM in the
”MW //VZ '/‘ Chapel for our Galatea Chamber Music Spring Quartet
Concert featuring violinist Johnathan Spence and his string
quartet. This concert is not one to be missed! Come
immerse yourself in the glorious aesthetics and acoustics of
our Chapel and hear this spectacular professional ensemble
perform some of the greatest string quartet music in the repertoire.

Nlarch 23rd at. 2PN
s in the Chapel
(6 art of thes Conmumity Fines Arls Series

COMMUNITY Wednesday Lenten Lunch and Worship Services

Our Lenten series of weekly lunch and worship services
returns! This year it will be held at a different church
each week. Worship service begins at 12:00 PM with

LENTEN SERV|(E$ lunch being served at 12:30 PM.

March 12th: Hunterdale Christian Church

March 19th: Emmanuel Episcopal Church

March 26th: St. Jude Catholic Church

April 2nd: Franklin Baptist & Sycamore Baptist at FBC
April 9th: Congregational Christian Church



Holy Weer, PALM SUNDAY
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Special Music & Worship presented by
The Chancel Choir, Organ, Strings,

Piano and Soloists
oy A FRANKLIN
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April 17, 2025
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And Easter

Tenebrae

A Service of Shadows

Good Friday, Easter Sunday Worship

April 18th at 7PM
in the Chapel

It's a time of jubilation!
The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed!

Come and join us for a

-~ joyous worship celebration!

Secesond Coentsy RS -

Prayer Concerns

Angela Denson, Carlyn Kinney, Tamara Sloop
(Avis and Martin Shockley’s daughter), Everett Spivey,
Bette Whitley (Jim Whitley’s sister-in-law)

We express Christian sympathy to the family of Kristin Wiley Felts,
who passed away on March 5, 2025.

Please remember to keep our community leaders in your prayers.

0th at 11AM

Calendar of Events

Sunday, March 9

Sunday School 9:45 am
Worship (also Facebook Live/Radio) 11:00 am
Fellowship Coffee 12:00 pm
Monday, March 10

Administrative Council Meeting 7:00 pm
Tuesday, March 11

AA Group 7:00 pm
Wednesday, March 12

Morning Bible Study 11:00 am
Community Lenten Service 12:00 pm
Community Lenten Lunch 12:30 pm
Wednesday Night Dinner 5:30 pm
Adult Bible Study 6:15 pm
Easter Choir Rehearsal 7:00 pm
NA Group 7:30 pm
Thursday, March 13

High Street Seniors 10:00 am
AA Group 7:00 pm

SS Classrooms
Sanctuary
Fellowship Hall

Fellowship Hall

Community Room

The Village

Hunterdale Christian Church
Hunterdale Christian Church
Fellowship Hall

Fellowship Hall

Choir Room

Community Room

Fellowship Hall
Community Room



